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An analytical study of Shariah verdicts in Islam regarding
prisoners of war.
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Abstract:

The history of the prisoners of war is as old as the history of
wars. The prisoners of war have been kept since old times. Before
Islam there were only two kinds of treatment of prisoners of war.
Either they were killed or made slaves. But Islam created many
new ways for them which include: exchange of prisoners, ransom,
gratuitous release and making them tax payers. And these options
were used so as to allow them greater chance of winning freedom.
All these options were being opted during the era of Holy Prophet
SAW and later on carried out by Khulafa e Rashideen (RA) and
other Muslim rulers. Whereas the killing of prisoners of war was
limited to solid and irrefutable causes as exceptional cases.
Furthermore the enslavement of prisoners was only opted as
reciprocity. Both the above mentioned situations are not
established rule in Islam. That's why there is no mention of these
two options in Holy Quran. In this research paper all these options
have been critically examined and researched. The arguments and
references have been taken from Holy Quran and Hadith along
with the sayings of Sahaba (RA), the practices of Muslim rulers
and the judgments of Islamic jurists in this regard.
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Regular exchange of Prisoners with the Muslims commenced as
early as the reign of Constantine V, 769 c.e. (Contemporary of the

Abbasid al-Mansur). In the year 797 (i.e., under Harun ar Rashid)
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a new clause was inserted in a treaty for the exchange of
prisoners, binding the contracting parties to release all
supernumerary captives on the payment of a fixed sum for each
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