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Abstract

The interpretation of the Noble Qur'an through the Prophetic
Sunnah (al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah) represents one of the
most significant fields of Qur'anic studies, given that one of
the primary functions of the Sunnah is to elucidate the
intended meanings of the Divine Revelation. Consequently,
scholars engaged in Tafsir and ‘Ulim al-Qur’an have
devoted considerable attention to examining the Qur'an in
light of the Sunnah.

This methodological approach is clearly reflected in the
exegetical work of the eminent Qur'anic commentator, Imam
al-Tabart (d. 310 AH), whose Jami‘ al-Bayan relies
extensively on narrations transmitted from the Prophet £ the
Companions (al-Sahabah), and the Successors (al-Tabi ‘un),
to the extent that his name has become closely associated with
al-tafsir bi al-ma’thir (tradition-based exegesis).

This study aims to investigate the instances in which al-
Tabari employed the Prophetic Sunnah in his interpretation
of the fourth part (al-juz’ al-rabi‘) of the Qur'an in Jami " al-
Bayan. Through inductive and analytical examination, the
study demonstrates al-Tabari's extensive reliance on the
Sunnah in clarifying Qur'anic meanings and in determining
the most preferable interpretation among competing
exegetical opinions.

The study concludes that, within the selected portion of the
Qur'an, Imam al-Tabari devoted greater attention to the
linguistic and semantic dimensions of Qur'anic expressions
than to juristic (fighi), legal-theoretical (usili), or theological
(‘aqadi) discussions.

Keywords: afsir bi al-Ma thiir; Prophetic Sunnah (al-Sunnah
al-Nabawiyyah); Imam al-Tabari; Jami‘ al-Bayan; Qur'anic
Exegesis (Tafsir); al-Juz’ al-Rabi‘; Qur'anic Interpretation;
‘Uliam  al-Qur’an; Exegetical Methodology; Semantic
Analysis.
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Sahthayn: al-Hakim, 1/92, ragm: 103. Qala al-Hakim: “Hadha hadith sahth ‘ala
shart al-Shaykhayn wa la a‘lamu lahu ‘illah wa lam yukhrijah.” Wa qala al-
Dhahabi: “‘Ala shartihima wa 13 a‘lamu lahu ‘illah
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Jami‘ al-Bayan: al-Tabar1, 7/33
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Sahih al-Bukhari: al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Wudii’, Bab Sabb al-Nabi # Wudi’ahu
‘ala al-Mughma ‘alayh, 1/50, ragm: 194; Sahih Muslim: Muslim, Kitab al-
Fara’id, Bab Mirath al-Kalalah, 3/1335, raqgm: 1616.
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Jami® al-Bayan: al-Tabari, 7/209
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Sahih al-Bukhart: al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Fara’id, Bab Mirath al-Zawj ma‘a
al-Walad wa Ghayrih, 8/152, ragm: 6739
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Ibn al-Qayyim: Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ayytb ibn Sa‘d Shams al-Din Ibn
Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (al-mutawaffa 751H), I'lam al-Muwaqqi‘in ‘an Rabb al-
‘Alamin, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam Ibrahim, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah,
Bayriit, al-tab‘ah al-ula, 1411H / 1991M, 2/226.



