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A Study of the Individualism and Collectivism in Administrative
Perspect of the State

o FET A

Abstract:

Individualism and Collectivism are two main theories discussed in
contemporary Islam implies to create such social environment
where both Individual and community could get strength from each
other. Islam demands self surrender to Almighty Allah Ta'ala and
orders to lead peaceful life, doing all good and avoiding bad
deeds. So virtues get stronger and corruption is rooted out in all
forms from the Community's social life. Any concept like class
struggle or materialistic interpretation of history does not exist in
Islam. Rather it provides such guidelines in the economic sphere
which promote a healthy circulation of wealth. Islam introduced
the concept of ‘Halal & Haram and appreciated to observe ethical
values in economic activities. Islam made man realize being
answerable for all earnings and expenditures whether done rightly
in accordance with the Orders of Allah Ta’ala or in wrong way
defying Allah’s Orders. This outlook not only creates incentives for
the individual but also safeguards the Community at the same time.
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The sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or
collectively, in interfering with the liberty of action of any of their number, is self
—protection. The only purpose for which power can be rightfully excercised over
any member of a civilised community against his will, is to prevent harm to
others.His owngood, either physical or moral, is not sufficient warrant....The
onlypart of the conduct of anyone, for which he is amenable to society, is that

which concerns others.In the part which merely concerned himself, his



%9 S et Bl P B B o QL et (FeQR2) T LY

independence is, of right absolute over himself, over his own body and mind, the

individual is sovereign.(”)
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Liberty consists in nothing so much as the encouragement of the will based on the
instructed conscience of humble man. In such a background, we can not accept

Mill’s famous attempt to define the limits of state interference. ©
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Undoubtedly it implies fundamentally a certain levelling process. It means that no
shall be so placed in the society that hecan overreach his neighbour to the extent
which constitutes a denial of later’s citizenship ----It means such an ordering of
social forces as will balance a share in toil of living with a share in its gain
also.®
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'Each member of the community as an individual would be a slave of the

community as a whole’.
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Socialism in Russia is now restoring individualistic motives to give its
system greater productive stimulus and to allow its people more physical and

intellectual liberty. Meanwhile Capitalism undergoes a co-relative process of

limiting individualistic acquisition by semi-socialistic legislation and re-
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distribution of wealth through welfare state.....the fear of capitalism has
compelled socialism to widen freedom, and the fear of socialism has compelled
capitalism to increase quality. ¥
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Islamic regard for individuals, however, can not be extended to support
Lessez-Faire Capitalism or individualism as Islam stands for a type of mixed
economy and social concern.Classical Capitalism can not break any type of
restrictions on individuals or commercial organization except that consumer is
considered, in theory, as the king who is a controlling factor in Capitalism.
Individual can own unlimited property without any restriction s under capitalism
whereas Islam requires, in words of Qur’an to give give away to others, what is

surplus to one’s needs?®
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